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CoCo’s Community Gatherings Focus
on Homelessness and Houselessness

Community Coalition has hosted three
Community Gatherings designed to
engage with Black and Brown South
LA residents regarding the housing
and houselessness crisis. The
dialogues focus on the history of
housing in Los Angeles as well as the
current conditions that continue to
push our residents into the streets.
The events also provide opportunities
for collective action such as letter
writing to the city council and the
mayot.

Participants receive political
education going back to the inhumane
theft of Indigenous land by way of
genocide, enslavement, the Civil War,
Jim Crow housing covenants, cuts to
the safety net during Reagan's

Mrs. Nixon making her point at the July 12th
Community Gathering on housing.

presidency, the 2008 mortgage crisis and economic crash, and most recently the Covid

-19 pandemic.

The goals for these gatherings are to:

e Learn how residents and other stakeholders experience the issue,

e Discern what community members view as solutions,

e  Get participants involved in CoCo’s current housing campaign, and

e Mobilize members by setting the frame and sharing our ideas, recruiting leaders,
and building a base of South LA residents to join the fight.

If you are interested in participating, there are two more gatherings coming up in Council
District 9 on August 16th, from 6 - 8 p.m. and September 6th, from 6 - 8 p.m.



Freedom Schools Are Back!

Yo POWER. Wb R

CoCo launched our first in-person Freedom Schools Summer Wi ok A Y &Y QU‘“‘%E\ELT‘_}"W
Program since 2018. We were excited to be able to bring ; \ L&um_yj
‘ il ; , L el

back this historic summer program for our youth, families, A |k S 2

and community which took place on Los Angeles Trade-Tech
College’s campus. The program, which began on June 26th
and ran until August 5, was open to South Los Angeles
families and was free for all participants.

Freedom Schools is a six-week program designed by the
Children's Defense Fund founder Marian Wright Edelman.
The mission of CDF Freedom Schools is to boost
motivation to learn, generate positive attitudes toward
learning, increase self-esteem, and connect the needs of
children and families to the resources of their communities.
Youth entering 3rd grade - 12th grade are able to
participate. Also, as part of the programming, participants
engaged in a series of wellness and enrichment activities.

Mornings at Trade-Tech College started with an assembly called "Harambee," which translates to "all pull
together" in Swahili. It energized the scholars for the day ahead, which was filled with educational programming
and activities. Important announcements were made during Harambee, and everyone stood up to sing the
powerful CDF Freedom Schools' anthem, "Something Inside So Strong," by Labi Siffre.

July 19th was the Children Defense Fund's National Day of Social Action! Our scholars answered the question
"How do we envision our communities without gun violence?" by creating group posters. (See photo above).
Scholars have also participated in workshops about allyship. They focused on topics such as homophobia, body
shaming and race relations, with an emphasis on how to be better allies to one another.
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Shout out to CoCo’s South Central Youth Empowered Thru Action staff, our Freedom School service leader interns (SLIs),
and parent volunteers who made sure that everything ran smoothly for our scholars on a daily basis!
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By JULIO ESPERIAS
Communications Manager

Members from across South Los Angeles came together to
share their stories with U.S. Congresswoman Barbara Lee at our
South LA Town Hall. Los Angeles is currently facing an
unprecedented housing and homelessness crisis, and
Congresswoman Lee visited the area to learn first-hand from the
people what issues and challenges are impacting them.

Congresswoman Lee has represented California's 12th
Congressional District, which is based in Oakland and covers
most of the northern part of Alameda County, since 1998. She is
the highest ranking African American woman appointed to
Democratic Leadership, serving as co-chair of the Policy and
Steering Committee. She also serves on the Budget Committee
and the powerful Appropriations Committee, which oversees all
federal government spending.

The town hall was also attended by California
Assemblymember Reginald Jones-Sawyer, and Los Angeles
Mayor Karen Bass. Mayor Bass, who served in Congress along-
side Congresswoman Lee, provided opening remarks. Adult and
youth CoComembers spoke about their personal experiences

they have on a daily basis and then asked Congresswoman
Lee where she stood on these issues. She heard from
Malcolm McKay, a youth leader here at CoCo; Ms. Vanessa
Bailey, an active CoCo member and business owner; as
well as from Ms. Ana Carrion, Ms. Eleanor Collins, Ms Sylvia
Norman, and Ms. Yanet Martinez, who all shared their
priorites and hopes for South Los Angeles. Here's a
snapshot of those testimonials:

Malcolm McKay SCYEA Leader

| was born in Belize, raised in South Central LA. |
graduated from Crenshaw High School and have been
a part of SCYEA since my sophomore year of high
school. While in SCYEA, | was part of both educational
equity and community safety campaigns such as the
Student Equity Needs Index (SEN() and Police Free
LAUSD. | spoke about how more police on school
campuses is not the answer. | want the
Congresswoman to know that Black and Brown youth
need more wellness counselors, more resources, more

people that care about us and their families, so that
youth can feel safe.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



— By SYLVIA NORMAN
y FF CoCo Member

| love adventure and | also love being an
"active" activist since becoming a member
of CoCo. The opportunity to combine both
came in the form of a fabulous trip we took
to Sacramento in April of this year. When
Brooke (my organizer) called me and
asked me if | wanted to go, | was
overjoyed! I'd never been to our state
capitol before and now | had the chance to
visit there AND speak to some top
legislators about issues important to our
communities. It was a dream come true!
The morning of our departure, | was filled
with what | call "chaotic excitement.”
Anxious riders were standing at the charter
bus waiting to board at any moment. Our

COMMUNITY busy CoCo organizers were gathering

SoALTIoN water and snacks for the trip. Questions

were floating in the air, "When are we

MS. 54LVIA NORMAN leaving?” "How many buses will there be?

“Who're all going?” | spent the entirety of
the ride, there and back, conversing with

my ‘"travelmate," Ms. Vanessa Bailey. |
spent my time looking out the window, marveling at the beauty of God's earth, and working my Cryptogram
puzzles.

We arrived in Sacramento that evening, we had dinner at Hiram Johnson High School and were assigned our
rooms at the Comfort Inn. On the lawn under a tent at the State Capital the next day, we settled in at our tables
and were given our assignments. We then walked to the Legislative Office on "O" Street and had the privilege of
speaking with lawmakers and urging them to put the needs of our communities on the front burner! Later, we
participated in a high-spirited rally and a march around the Capitall There were many organizations from all over
the state who had come out to rally and march with us for the cause! Our theme: "Housing Is A Human Right.”

We were extremely well-fed: In-N-Out burgers and fries on Sunday evening; dinner at Hiram Johnson High;
breakfast Monday morning at the Comfort Inn before we checked out; box lunch sandwiches on the lawn of the
State Capital; cookies bought by Joshua (in honor of Robert's birthday); Subway sandwiches on the way back to
L.A., a pitstop in the city of Coalinga where we were treated to food and snacks at a convenience store, and a
variety of goodies offered to us throughout the bus trip!

In summary: | ate a lot, took pictures, met new people, spoke to legislators, held up signs and banners in the hot
sun, rallied, marched, lost my yellow folder, found it on the bus, and enjoyed great camaraderie with my fellow
CoCo members and other fighters for justicel!

As | enthusiastically told my family and friends all about it. They were proud of me for being a part of such a
monumental event. But | couldn't have been a part if it weren't for CoCo. | believe in giving credit to whom credit is
due. So | thank from the bottom of my soul David Nguyen, our trip organizer. Also, Kamani Harris, Robert Collins,
Brooke Ervin, Ryan Smith, Joshua Prudhomme, Ana Carrion and her son for their immense hard work and
kindness. | felt protected, well-taken-care-of, and loved! This memorable charter bus trip to Sacramento will
always be cherished in my heart! | love CoCo!



On Monday, June 5th, Community Coalition welcomed the Debra Lee Community
The Organizing Fellows and officially kicked off the opening week of programming. This is
CoCo’s first women-identified community organizing fellowship. The purpose of

which is to contribute to the social justice movement by investing in the next
Debr a generation of BIPOC women-identified organizers. The fellowship will support the
leadership of girls and women-identified organizers in LA County through training,
gatherings, and retreats.

Lee
Fellowship

The curriculum focuses on developing the skills of non-binary BIPOC women who
work with base-building organizations or have lived experience related to immigration,
unemployment, underemployment, recovery, and incarceration. This cohort is
receiving intensive training in the theory of social change, women’s social movement
history, and the art and science of community organizing through hands-on

By MARSHA MITCHELL application in a policy action campaign.

SHlORBIreCToRoRCamnications The first day of programming featured an opening speech by Community Coalition’s

Executive Vice President, Aurea Montes-Rodriguez, who highlighted the importance of
creating spaces for women in organizing who work so hard to make change in our
communities. This is the very reason the fellowship is named for Debra Lee.
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Team-building activity for the Debra
Lee Fellows and CoCo staff.
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“Not only was she a hardcore CoCo KIA leader, but she was the rock and matriarch of her family.” Said Montes-
Rodriguez.

“As a great grandmother, she was a caregiver to generations of children in her family,” acknowledges Gerri
Lawrence, CoCo’s Chief Operating Officer.

Ms. Lee, who passed away on June 11, 2022, had such a positive impact on South Los Angeles and the state of
California through her work with CoCo’s Kinship in Action (KIA). As an elder leader in our KIA base, she fought for
more dignity, respect and resources for kinship families. KIA kept foster care children with their families by advocating
for children to be placed with relatives when possible. This resulted in better outcomes for our young people.

Programming and activities for the Debra Lee Fellowship are occurring in different organizing spaces throughout
Los Angeles over 15 weeks (June 5th to October 6th). Fellows have heard from many guest speakers, including
activist and author Torie Osborn and participated in various sessions such as the “History of Women in the
Movement,” “Understanding Power,” “The What and Why of Organizing,” and much more.



Views from the Corner of

81st & Vermont

BY ALBERTO RETANA
PRESIDENT & CEO
Community Coalition

In June 2019, in partnership with
Community Change and the
Building Movement Project, CoCo
held a national convening with
leaders from 20 power-building groups. Allies from Georgia,
lllinois, Mississippi, Ohio, Oregon, Tennessee and California
talkked about the importance of political homes, community
organizing cohorts, and advanced leadership training. The
convening featured rich discussions about the current gaps in
the social justice movement landscape and raised provocative
questions about organizing, and power building. The biggest
takeaway was the need for more training with a racial justice
analysis that centers Black liberation for communities of color.

Fast-forward to 2023 and we are now witnessing the re-
emergence and prominence of a right-wing white nationalist
movement which is waging a culture and political war with
attacks on women, the LGBTQ+ community, and BIPOC
people through judicial attacks on abortion rights, voter
disenfranchisement, and the gaming of election results.
Simultaneously, we're seeing the expansion of corporate and

billionaire power resulting in record profits and the widening
of the the wealth gap AND the erosion of civil rights lead by
the SCOTUS.

Organizers and power-building organizations, which were
severely hampered during the pandemic, must be ready to
create entry points and build our local and national
leadership benches in order to meet the moment and on-
ramp activated and unorganized groups of people into
action. This requires us to rebuild our muscle on core
organizing and power-building fundamentals in order to
reestablish the discipline, habits, and culture needed to win
the people over to our causes.

To do this, CoCo is currently hosting two organizing
fellowships—the Debra Lee Fellowship (see Page 5) which
centers women-identified organizers and the Edna &
Laurence Wiliams Community Organizing Fellowship which
brings organizers from all over the nation to Los Angeles (see
Page 8). The commitment CoCo is making toward training
our next generation of leaders and organizers is timely as we
find ourselves at a critical moment and time in the city, state,
and country.

The ultimate goal is to foster relationships, solidarity, and
interconnection among activists, organizers, and movement
leaders through dialogue and community problem solving in
order to build a deep bench of BIPOC leaders locally and
nationally. Because when we we fight, we win!

In Solidarity,
Alberto

What We Are Reading

Five Books Every Community Organizer
Should Read —Curated by CoCo Staffers

Reading is an essential tool for political education. It is through reading that

we can gain knowledge and understanding of political systems, policies, and
ideologies. By reading books, articles, and other materials, we can gain a
better understanding of how the political system works. We learn about the
different branches of government, the roles of elected officials, and the
processes involved in passing laws and policies. This knowledge is essential
for anyone who wants to be an informed citizen and participate in
transformative change.

MASS INCARCERATION IN THE Black Power: Politics of Liberation by Stokely Carmichael (Kwame

AGE OF COLORBLINDNESS Ture) and Charles Hamilton.

An eloquent document of the civil rights movement that remains a work of profound
social relevance 50 years after it was first published. A revolutionary work since its
publication, Black Power exposed the depths of systemic racism in this country and
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WITH A NEW PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR




Five Books ... Continued from Page 6

provided a radical political framework for reform

Playbook for Progressives: 16 Qualities of the
Successful Organizer by Eric Mann

An organizing manifesto for the twenty-first century, Playbook for
Progressives is a must-have for the activist's tool kit. This
comprehensive guide articulates pragmatically what is required in
the often mystifying and rarely explained on-the-ground practice of
organizing.

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander

This book is a powerful critique of the criminal justice system in
the United States and its impact on communities of color.
Alexander argues that the system is designed to maintain racial
inequality and offers insights into how community organizers can
work to dismantle it.

Pedagogy of the Oppressed by Paulo Freire

This influential book explores the relationship between education
and social change. Freire argues that traditional education is often
oppressive and that a more participatory approach can empower
individuals and communities to create change

Lead from the Outside: How to Build Your Future
and Make Real Change By Stacey Abrams

Lead from the Outside is the handbook for outsiders, written with an
eye toward the challenges that hinder women, people of color, the
working class, members of the LGBTQ community, and millennials
ready to make change.

Arts & Culture—CoCo member Aisha Woods captured by artist Kate
Deciccio. Kate is an Oakland based artist, educator and creative
strategist whose work centers on portraiture for counter narrative,
community storytelling and cultural strategy on behalf of abolition and
collective liberation. Deciccio’s work is featured on the windows of
CoCo’s headquarters where she has showcased other resident leaders.

Town Hall ... Continued from Page 3

Ms. Vanessa Bailey, CoCo Member

| am long-standing CoCo member, a teacher
turned small business owner who operates a dance
studio, which serves as an entertainment center,
retail store and meeting place in South Los Angeles.
My business was shuttered during the pandemic,
and | pivoted to move my dance lessons to social
media, utilizing YouTube, TikTok and Instagram. | am
aware that | was lucky that my business made it
through the pandemic, but many Black and Brown
businesses suffered far-worse. | wanted to share
with Congresswoman Lee that small businesses in
South LA need to have access to grants.

Ms. Yanet Martinez

My name is Yanet Martinez. | am here to share part

of my story of how Covid-19 impacted my life. | am a
mother and father of 5 children, the youngest is called
Tirsa. At that time, she was 15-years-old. During the
pandemic, it was difficult to sell food as a source of
income. That’s the income used to pay my bills. No one
had money, we were all at home impacted with fear of
dying because the virus was deadly. | had to ask for
money and food. | was very ashamed. | know | am not
the only one. | had to witness two of my fellow
countrywomen take their own lives because they could
not pay their rent. It's not just me, our entire Latino and
African American community is in the same economic
and housing eviction situation. That's why | got involved
as a community volunteer. | want to know how will
Congresswoman Lee continue to help communities like
South Central recover from the pandemic.



The 2023 Edna & Laurence

Williams National
Community Organizing
Fellowship

By MIGUEL DOMINGUEZ
Director of Education & Youth Policy

With a strong belief that change happens at the

local level, Community Coalition has involved
tens of thousands of South LA residents to
successfully build power at LA Unified, LA City,
and LA County which has helped transform
South L.A. schools, built safer neighborhoods,
kept families together, and strengthened our
social safety net.

Over the last three decades, we have learned to
organize everyday Black and Brown people in
South LA who led grassroots community building
efforts and galvanized their neighbors towards
shared purpose and action. We have learned to
transform our local neighborhoods block by
block, door to door, and classroom to classroom
and we have scaled our work and impact by
leading statewide strategies alongside partner
and ally organizations to facilitate larger
movement work.

Building from successful organizing fellowships
over the last four years, we are committed to
investing in the next generation of BIPOC
organizers working to transform social and
economic conditions and advancing equity and
opportunity in multi-ethnic communities. Community
Coalition is excited to announce and introduce
the 2023 Edna & Laurence Williams National
Community Organizing Fellowship Cohort. Our
cohort of 12 fellows will receive immersive
training in a theory of social change, strategic
analysis, and policy advocacy. Those who are
established and seasoned organizers will refine
and retool their skills and know-how to deepen
grassroots leadership and broaden mass-based
efforts.

2023 EDNA & LAURENCE WILLIAMS
NATIONAL COMMUNITY ORGANIZING

She/her/hers He/him/his
Membership Organizer
Power California

Merced, California

She/her/hers
Policy Organizer Integrated Voter Engagement Community Organizer
El Pueblo Inc. Organizer Equity and Transformation

o o li izl 4 . bl
Raliegh, North Carolina  Metropolitan Organizing Strategy Chicago, lllinois
Enabling Strength (MOSES)
Detroit, Michigan

He/him/his
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Kami N
Thompson-Winfrey [lLeonard Henderson

He/him/his
Community Organizer
People's Advocacy
Institute
Jackson, Mississippi

Lauren Lewis

She/her/hers
Community Organizer
Kentuckians for the

She/her/hers
Chief Operating Officer
Congregations Organized
for Prophetic
Engagement
San Bernadino, California

She/her/hers
Health Justice Organizer
Immigrant Alliance for
Justice and Equity
Jackson, Mississippi

Commonwealth
Louisvile, Kentucky

Vazquez-Laureano

~
o
-
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J'I'ammy Buford -Terrence James

Warinda Johnson
Ella/she She/her/hers
Organizer
Colectiva Feminista en
Construccion
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico

She/her/hers
Abolition Organizer
St. Louis Action
St.Louis, Missouri

He/him/his
Equity Organizer
SPACES in Action
Washington, DC

Organizer
Central Texas Interfaith
Austin, Texas

This year, the fellowship was named in honor and in
recognition of the community leaders of the first major
campaign Community Coalition launched and won--Edna
and Laurence Williams. From “Rebuilding South LA
Without Liquor Stores” after the 1992 uprising to the “A-G
Campaign” to ensure South LA youth had access to
college transferable courses, Edna and Laurence Williams
were front and center and exemplified community
leadership by tirelessly working to assert their voices while
elevating the collective wisdom of our community for
decades.

It is with that same spirit that the national fellowship will
cultivate the power of local communities and support
activists across the nation in multi-racial and
multigenerational organizing towards our collective
freedom. This fellowship is an expression of Community
Coallition’s commitment to building up the social justice
movement by living into our values and the strategies of
bringing people together, developing leaders, developing
organizers, and broadening the bench to advance local
and national social justice victories.
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Las Reuniones Comunitarias de CoCo
Se Enfocan En Personas Sin Vivienda

Community Coalition ha organizado
tres reuniones comunitarias para
. involucrar a los residentes afro-
PAGINA 10 americanos y latinos de Sur Los
Angeles con respecto a la crisis de
vivienda. Los didlogos se enfocan en la
historia de la vivienda en Los Angeles, vy
las condiciones actuales que contintan

people. power. progress.

iVuelve Freedom Schools!

PAGINA 11 empujando a nuestros residentes asi la
SR calle. Por ultimo, los eventos brindan
Reunién con la oportunidades para la accién colectiva,
Congresista como el envio de cartas al ayuntamiento
Barbara Lee y al alcalde.

Los participantes reciben educacion
politica que se remonta al robo
PAGINA 13 inhumano de tierras indigenas a través
del genocidio, la esclavitud, la Guerra
Civil, los convenios de vivienda de Jim
Crow, los recortes a la red de seguridad
durante la presidencia de Reagan, la crisis hipotecaria y el colapso econdémico de 2008,
y mas recientemente la Pandemia de COVID-19.

La Sra. Nixon expuso su punto en la reunién
comunitaria del 12 de julio sobre vivienda.

La Beca Debra Lee

PAGINA 16

La Beca Nacional de

S Los objetivos de estas reuniones son:
Organizacion e Aprender como los residentes y otros experimentan el problema,
Comunitaria 2023 Edna e Discernir lo que los miembros de la comunidad ven como soluciones,
& Laurence Williams e Involucrar a los participantes en la actual camparia de vivienda de CoCo, y
e Movilizar miembros establecer el marco y compartir ideas, reclutar lideres vy
construir una base de residentes de sur Los Angeles para unirse a la lucha.

Si esta interesado en participar, hay dos reuniones mas en el Distrito 9, el 16 de agosto,
de 6 p.m. a8 p.m.y el 6 de septiembre, de 6 p.m. a 8 p.m.



;Vuelve Freedom Schools!

CoCo lanzé nuestro primer programa de verano
Freedom Schools en persona desde 2018. Tenemos
emocion de poder traer de regreso este histérico
programa de verano para nuestros jovenes, familias y
comunidades que tuvo en el campus de Los Angeles
Trade-Tech College. El programa, que comenzo el 26 de
junio y terminara el 5 de agosto, estuvo abierto a las
familias del Sur Los Angeles y fue gratuito para todos los
participantes.

Freedom Schools es un programa de seis semanas
disefado por la fundadora de Children's Defense Fund,
Marian Wright Edelman. La mision es impulsar la motivacion
para aprender, generar actitudes positivas hacia el
aprendizaje, aumentar la autoestima y conectar las
necesidades de los nifios y las familias con los recursos de
sus comunidades. Los jovenes que ingresan al 3er grado -
al 12 grado pueden participar. Ademas, como parte de la
programacion, los participantes participaron en una serie de
actividades de bienestar y enriquecimiento.
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Las mananas en Trade-Tech College comienzan con una asamblea llamada "Harambee", que se traduce como
"todos juntos" en swahili. Energiza a los estudiantes para el dia, que esta repleto de programas y actividades
educativas. Se hacen anuncios importantes durante Harambee, y todos se ponen de pie para cantar el poderoso
himno de CDF Freedom Schools, "Something Inside So Strong” (Algo Dentro Tan Fuerte), de Labi Siffre.

iEl 19 de julio fue el Dia Nacional de Accion Social del CDF! Nuestros académicos de nivel 2 y 3 respondieron la
pregunta ";Como visualizamos nuestras comunidades sin violencia armada?" mediante la creacion de carteles.
(Ver foto arriba). Los académicos también han participado en talleres sobre alianzas. Se enfocaron en temas
como la homofobia, la verglenza corporal y las relaciones raciales, con énfasis en como ser mejores aliados entre

Sl.

iUn saludo al personal de South Central Youth Empowered Thru Action de CoCo, a nuestros lideres de servicio (SLI) de
Freedom School y a los padres voluntarios que se aseguraron de que todo funcionara sin problemas para nuestros
estudiantes todos los dias!
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Por JULIO ESPERIAS
Gerente de Comunicaciones

Los miembros de Sur Los Angeles se reunieron para
compartir sus historias con la Congresista Barbara Lee en
nuestro Foro Comunitario. Los Angeles se enfrenta actualmente a
una crisis de vivienda sin precedentes, y la Congresista Lee visitd
para aprender de primera mano de la gente qué problemas y
desafios los estan afectando.

La Congresista Lee ha representado al distrito 12 del
Congreso de California, con sede en Oakland y cubre la mayor
parte del norte del condado de Alameda, desde 1998. Es la
mujer afro-americana de mas alto rango nombrada al liderazgo
demdcrata, sirviendo como copresidenta de la Politica y Comité
Directivo. También es miembro del Comité de Presupuesto y del
poderoso Comité de Asignaciones, que supervisa todos los
gastos federales.

También asistieron el Asambleista Reginald Jones-Sawyer y la
Alcaldesa de Los Angeles, Karen Bass. La Alcaldesa Bass, quien
se desempend en el Congreso junto con la congresista Lee,
brindd un discurso de apertura. Los miembros de CoCo hablaron
sobre sus experiencias personales relacionadas con los

11

problemas que tienen a diario y luego le preguntaron a la
Congresista Lee cuél era su posicion sobre estos temas.
Escuchd de Malcolm McKay, un lider juvenil, y de la Sra.
Vanessa Bailey, miembro activa de CoCo y propietaria de
un negocio, asi como de la Sra. Ana Carrion, la Sra. Eleanor
Collins, la Sra. Sylvia Norman y la Sra. Yanet Martinez,
quienes compartieron sus prioridades y esperanzas para €l
Sur Los Angeles. Aqui hay una instantanea de esos
testimonios:

Malcolm McKay Lider de SCYEA

Naci en Belice, y creci en Sur Los Angeles. Me gradué
de Crenshaw High School y he sido parte de SCYEA
desde mi segundo ano de secundaria. Mientras estuve
en SCYEA, fui parte de campahfas de equidad
educativa y seguridad comunitaria, como el indice de
necesidades de equidad estudiantil y LAUSD libre de
policias. Hablé sobre cémo mas policias en las
escuelas no es la respuesta, y los jovenes necesitan
MAS CONsejeros, recursos, Mas personas que se
preocupen por nosotros y sus familias, para que los
jovenes puedan sentirse seguros.

CONTINUA EN LA PAGINA 15
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Por SYLVIA NORMAN
Miembra de CoCo

Me encanta la aventura y también ser una
activista "activa" desde que me converti en
miembra de CoCo. La oportunidad de
combinar ambos vino en un viaje a
Sacramento en abril de este afo. Cuando
Brooke me llamé y me pregunto si queria ir,
ime llené de alegrial Nunca antes habia
estado en la capital y ahora tengo la
oportunidad y hablar con algunos de los
principales legisladores sobre temas
importantes para nuestras comunidades.
iFue un suefo hecho realidad!

La mafana de nuestra partida estuvo llena
de "emocion cadtica". Ansiosos pasajeros
parados en el autoblUs esperando para
abordar. Nuestros ocupados organizadores
de CoCo reuniendo agua y bocadillos para
el vigje. Las preguntas flotaban en el aire:
"¢, Cuando nos vamos?" "sCuantos
autobuses habra? ";Quiénes van?" Pasé
todo el vigje, de ida y vuelta, conversando
con mi "companera de vieja”, la Sra.

Vanessa Bailey (que esta en la foto con la

congresista Lee, Janet Martinez, yo de rosa y Vanessa con el sombrero rosa). Pasé mi tiempo mirando por la
ventana, maravillandome de la belleza de la tierra de Dios y resolviendo mis rompecabezas criptogramas.

Llegamos a Sacramento esa noche, cenamos en la escuela Hiram Johnson y nos asignaron nuestras

habitaciones en el Comfort Inn. Al dia siguiente, en la Capital del Estado, nos instalamos en nuestras mesas y nos
dieron nuestras tareas. jLuego caminamos a la Oficina Legislativa en la calle "O" y tuvimos el privilegio de hablar
con los legisladores e instarlos a poner las necesidades de nuestras comunidades en primer plano! Més tarde,
iparticipamos en una marcha alrededor de la Capitall jHabia muchas organizaciones de todo el estado que habian
venido a reunirse y marchar con nosotros por la causa! Nuestro tema: "La vivienda es un derecho humano”.

Estdbamos bien alimentados: hamburguesas y papas fritas In-N-Out el domingo por la noche; cena en Hiram
Johnson High; desayuno el lunes por la mafana en el Comfort Inn antes de que nos fuéramos; sandwiches en el
césped de la Capital del Estado; galletas compradas por Joshua (en honor al cumpleafios de Robert);
Sandwiches de Subway en el camino de regreso a Los Angeles, una parada en la ciudad de Coalinga donde nos
obsequiaron con refrigerios en una tienda, jy una variedad de golosinas que nos ofrecieron durante todo el viaje en
autobus!

En resumen: comi mucho, tomé fotografias, conoci gente nueva, hablé con los legisladores, levanté carteles y
pancartas bajo el sol abrasador, participé, marché, perdi mi carpeta amarilla, la encontré en el autobus y disfruté
de una gran camaraderia con mi jcompaneros miembros de CoCo y otros luchadores por la justicial

Mientras les contaba todo con entusiasmo a mi familia y amigos, estaban orgullosos de mi por ser parte de un
evento tan monumental. jPero no podria haber sido parte si no fuera por CoCo! Creo en dar crédito a quien se le
debe dar. Asi que agradezco desde el fondo de mi alma a David Nguyen, nuestro organizador del viaje. También,
Kamani Harris, Robert Collins, Brooke Ervin, Ryan Smith, Joshua Prudhomme, Ana Carrion y su hijo por su
inmenso trabajo duro y amabilidad. jMe senti protegida, bien cuidada y amadal jEste memorable viaje en autobus
a Sacramento siempre lo atesoraré en el corazon! jAmo Cocol!
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El 5 de junio, Community Coalition dio la bienvenida a las becarias de la Beca

Debra Lee y el inicio oficial a la primera semana de programacion. Esta es la primera
La Beca beca de organizacion comunitaria identificada por mujeres de CoCo. El propdsito es
contribuir al movimiento de justicia social invirtiendo en la proxima generacion de
Debra Lee organizadoras identificadas como mujeres de color. La beca apgyaré el liderazgo de
organizadoras identificadas como jovenes y mujeres en Los Angeles a través de
capacitaciones, reuniones vy retiros.

El program se enfoca en desarrollar las habilidades de las mujeres de color no
binarias que trabajan con organizaciones de base o0 experiencias relacionadas con la
inmigracion, el desempleo, el subempleo, la recuperacion y el encarcelamiento. Este
grupo esta recibiendo capacitacion intensiva en la teoria del cambio social, la historia
del movimiento social de mujeres y el arte y la ciencia de la organizacién comunitaria a

Por MARSHA MITCHELL través de la aplicacion practica en una campana de accion politica.
Directora Senior de Comunicaciones

El primer dia contd con un discurso de la Vicepresidenta Ejecutiva de Community
Caalition, Aurea Montes-Rodriguez, quien destacd la importancia de crear espacios
para mujeres en la organizacion que trabajan duro para lograr cambios en nuestras
comunidades. Esta es la razdn por la que la beca lleva el nombre de Debra Lee.
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Trabajo en equipo para becarias y el
personal de CoCo.
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“No solo fue una lider incondicional de KIA en CoCo sino que fue la roca y la matriarca de su familia”, dice Montes-
Rodriguez.

“Como bisabuela, cuidd a generaciones de ninos en su familia”, reconoce Gerri Lawrence, directora de
operaciones de CoCo.

La Sra. Lee, quien fallecié el 11 de junio de 2022, tuvo un impacto tan positivo en el sur de Los Angeles y el estado
de California a través de su trabajo con Kinship in Action (KIA, Cuidado Familiar en Accion). Como lider en nuestra
base de KIA, luchd por més dignidad, respeto y recursos para las familias de parentesco. KIA mantuvo a los nifios de
crianza temporal con sus familias al abogar por que los nifos sean colocados con parientes cuando sea posible. Esto
resultd en mejores resultados para nuestros jovenes.

La programacion y las actividades se llevardan a cabo en diferentes espacios de organizacion en Los Angeles
durante 15 semanas (del 5 de junio al 6 de octubre). Las becarias han escuchado a muchos oradores invitados,
incluida la activista y autora Torie Osborn, y han participado en varias sesiones como "Historia de las mujeres en el
movimiento", "Comprender el poder”, "Qué y por qué organizarse" y mucho mas.
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Puntos de Vista desde la Esquina

de la Calle 81 y Vermont

Por ALBERTO RETANA
PRESIDENTE & CEO
Community Coalition

En junio de 2019, en asociacion
con Community Change y Building
Movement Project, CoCo realizd
una reunion nacional que con mas
de 20 lideres de Georgia, llinois,
Mississippi, Ohio, Oregdn y Tennessee, asi como a aliados de
California. Los lideres hablaron sobre la importancia de los
hogares politicos, grupos de organizacion comunitaria y la
capacitacion avanzada en liderazgo. La convocatoria contd
con debates sobre las brechas en el movimiento por la justicia
social y planted preguntas provocativas sobre la creacion de
poder y la escala. Lo mas importante fue la necesidad de mas
capacitacion con un analisis de justicia racial que centre la
liberacion afro-americana para las comunidades de color.

Ahora estamos presenciando el resurgimiento y la
prominencia de un movimiento nacionalista blanco de
derecha que esta enfrentado una guerra cultural y politica con
ataques contra las muijeres, la comunidad LGBTQ+ vy las

estamos viendo la expansion del poder corporativo y
multimillonario que resulta en ganancias récord y la
ampliacion de la brecha de riqueza y la erosion de los
derechos civiles liderada por la Corte Suprema.

Organizadores y organizaciones de creacion de poder,
que se vieron gravemente obstaculizadas durante la
pandemia, deben estar preparados para crear puntos de
entrada y construir nuestros lideres locales y nacionales para
cumplir con el momento. Esto requiere que reconstruyamos
os fundamentos basicos de organizacion y construccion de
poder para restablecer la disciplina, los habitos y la cultura
necesarios para ganar a la gente hacia nuestra causa.

Para hacer esto, CoCo esta organizando actualmente
dos becas de organizacion: la beca Debra Lee (ver pagina 6)
que centra a organizadoras identificadas como mujeres vy la
beca de organizacion comunitaria Edna & Laurence Williams
que trae a organizadoras de todo el pais a Los Angeles (ver
pagina 8). El compromiso que CoCo estd haciendo para
capacitar a nuestra proxima generacion de lideres vy
organizadores es oportuno ya que nos encontramos en un
momento critico en la ciudad, el estado vy el pais.

El objetivo final es fomentar las relaciones, la solidaridad y
la interconexion entre activistas, organizadores y lideres de
movimientos a través del didlogo y la resolucion de
problemas comunitarios para construir un banco profundo
de lideres de personas de color a nivel local y nacional.
iPorque cuando luchamos, ganamos!

En Solidaridad,
Alberto

personas de color a través de ataques judiciales contra el
derecho al aborto. , la privacion de derechos de los votantes y
el juego de los resultados electorales. Simultaneamente,

Lo Que Estamos Leyendo

Cinco Libros que todo Organizador Comunitario Debe
Leer, Seleccionados por el Personal de CoCo

La lectura es una herramienta esencial para la educacion politica. Es a
través de la lectura que podemos obtener conocimiento y comprension de
las politicas y las ideologias. Al leer libros, articulos y otros materiales,
podemos comprender mejor como funciona el sistema politico.
Aprendemos sobre las diferentes ramas del gobierno, las funciones de los
funcionarios electos y los procesos involucrados en la aprobacion de leyes y
politicas. Este conocimiento es esencial para cualquier persona que quiera
ser un ciudadano informado y participar en un cambio transformador.

Black Power: Politics of Liberation (por Stokely Carmichael (Kwame

MASS INCARCERATION IN THE Ture) y Charles Hamilton.

- r “ N . . . .
SSE OF CORRNE LINDNESE Un documento del movimiento por los derechos civiles que sigue siendo una

relevancia social 50 afos después de su primera publicacion. Un trabajo revolucionario,
Black Power (Poder Afro-Americano) expuso las profundidades del racismo sistémico
en este pais y proporciond un marco politico radical para la reforma.

“MICHELLE ALEXANDER

WITH A NEW PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR

14 CONTINUA EN LA PAGINA 15



Cinco Libros ... Continuacion de la Pagina

Playbook for Progressives: 16 Qualities of the
Successful Organizer por Eric Mann

Un manifiesto de organizacion para el siglo XXI, Playbook for
Progressives (Manual para Progresistas) es imprescindible para el
conjunto de herramientas del activista. Esta guia integral articula de
manera pragmatica lo que se requiere en la practica de organizar
en el terreno, a menudo desconcertante y rara vez explicada.

The New Jim Crow por Michelle Alexander

Este libro es una poderosa critica del sistema de justicia penal de
los Estados Unidos y su impacto en las comunidades de color.
Alexander argumenta que el sistema esta disefiado para mantener
la desigualdad racial y ofrece informacion sobre cémo los
organizadores comunitarios pueden trabajar para desmantelarla.

Pedagogy of the Oppressed por Paulo Freire

Este libro explora la relacion entre la educacion y el cambio
social. Freire argumenta que la educacion tradicional suele ser
opresiva y que un enfoque mas participativo puede empoderar a
las personas y las comunidades para generar cambios.

Lead from the Outside: How to Build Your Future
and Make Real Change por Stacey Abrams

Lead from the Outside (Liderar Desde Afuera) es el manual para
forasteros, escrito con la mirada puesta en los desafios que
obstaculizan a las muijeres, las personas de color, la clase trabajadora,
los miembros de la comunidad LGBTQ vy los millennials listos para
hacer cambios.

N

artista Kate Deciccio. Es una artista, educadora y estratega creativa en
Oakland cuyo trabajo se centra en el retrato para la contranarrativa, la
narracion comunitaria y la estrategia cultural en nombre de la abolicion y
la liberacion colectiva. El trabajo de Deciccio se muestra en las ventanas
de la sede de CoCo, donde ha exhibido a otros lideres residentes.

Reunidén ... Continuacion de la Pagina 11

Sra.. Vanessa Bailey, Miembra de CoCo

Soy miembro de CoCo, una maestra convertido
en pequeno propietario, opero un estudio de baile,
que sirve como centro de entretenimiento, tienda y
lugar de reunién en Sur Los Angeles. Mi negocio se
cerrd durante la pandemia y decidi trasladar mis
lecciones de baile a las redes sociales. Soy
consciente que tuve suerte de que mi negocio
sobrevivid a la pandemia, pero muchos negocios
afro-americanos vy latinos sufrieron mucho peor.
Quiero compartir con la Congresista Lee que las
pequefas empresas en el sur de Los Angeles deben
tener acceso a las subvenciones.

Sra. Yanet Martinez

Mi nombre es Yanet Martinez. Estoy aqui para

compartir parte de mi historia de cémo Covid-19
impacté mi vida. Soy madre y padre de 5 hijos, el
menor se llama Tirsa. En ese momento, ella tenia 15
anos. Durante la pandemia, fue dificil vender alimentos
como fuente de ingresos. Ese es el ingreso que se uso
para pagar mis cuentas. Nadie tenia dinero en los
bolsillos, todos estdbamos en casa impactados con
miedo a morir porque el virus era mortal. Tuve que pedir
dinero y comida. Estaba muy avergonzado. Sé que no
soy la unica. Tuve que presenciar cOmo dos de mis
compatriotas se quitaron la vida porque no podian
pagar el alquiler. No soy sola ya,
comunidad latina y afro-americana esta en la misma

toda nuestra

situacion econdmica y de desalojo de vivienda. Por eso
me involucré como voluntario de la comunidad.
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La Beca Nacional de
Organizacion Comunitaria
2023 Edna & Laurence
Williams

Por MIGUEL DOMINGUEZ
Director de Politica de Educacion y Juvenil

Con la conviccion que el cambio ocurre a nivel
local, Community Coalition ha involucrado a a
residentes de Sur Los Angeles para construir
poder en el Distrito Unificado de Los Angeles, la
ciudad y el condado de Los Angeles, lo que ha
ayudado a transformar las escuelas del sur de
Los Angeles, construir vecindarios méas seguros,
mantener familias unidas y reforzar nuestra red
de seguridad social.

Durante tres décadas, hemos aprendido a
organizar a personas afro-americanas y latinas
en Sur Los Angeles que lideraron los esfuerzos
de construccion comunitaria y galvanizaron a sus
vecinos hacia accion compartida. Hemos
aprendido a transformar nuestros vecindarios
locales puerta a puerta y saldn a saldén y hemos
escalado nuestro trabajo e impacto al liderar
estrategias estatales junto con aliadas para
facilitar un trabajo de movimiento mas amplio.

Construyendo sobre el éxito de becas de
organizacion en los ultimos cuatro afnos, estamos
invirtiendo en la préxima generaciéon de
organizadores de colors para transformar las
condiciones sociales y econémicas y promover la
equidad y las oportunidades en comunidades.
Community Coalition se complace en anunciar y
presentar La Beca Nacional de Organizacion
Comunitaria 2023 Edna & Laurence Williams.
Este grupo de 12 becarios recibiran capacitacion
en teoria del cambio social, andlisis estratégico y
de politicas. Aquellos que son organizadores
establecidos y experimentados refinaran y
actualizaran sus habilidades y conocimientos
para profundizar el liderazgo de base y ampliar
los esfuerzos de masas.

2023 EDNA & LAURENCE WILLIAMS
NATIONAL COMMUNITY ORGANIZING
FELLOWSHIP | COHORT

She/her/hers He/him/his
Membership Organizer
Power California

Merced, California

She/her/hers
Policy Organizer Integrated Voter Engagement Community Organizer
El Pueblo Inc. Organizer Equity and Transformation

o o li izl 4 . bl
Raliegh, North Carolina  Metropolitan Organizing Strategy Chicago, lllinois
Enabling Strength (MOSES)
Detroit, Michigan

He/him/his

="

Kami N
Thompson-Winfrey [lLeonard Henderson

He/him/his
Community Organizer
People's Advocacy
Institute
Jackson, Mississippi

Lauren Lewis

She/her/hers
Community Organizer
Kentuckians for the
Commonwealth
Louisvile, Kentucky

'u’
>\

}‘”‘ .

She/her/hers
Chief Operating Officer
Congregations Organized
for Prophetic
Engagement
San Bernadino, California

She/her/hers
Health Justice Organizer
Immigrant Alliance for
Justice and Equity
Jackson, Mississippi

ai#F

J'I'ammy Buford Terrence James

M Warinda Johnson

She/her/hers
Organizer
Central Texas Interfaith
Austin, Texas

Vazquez-Laureano

Ella/she
Organizer
Colectiva Feminista en
Construccién
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico

She/her/hers
Abolition Organizer
St. Louis Action
St.Louis, Missouri

He/him/his
Equity Organizer
SPACES in Action
Washington, DC

Este afo, la beca fue nombrada en honor a los lideres
comunitarios de la primera campafa lanzada y ganada
por CoCo: Edna y Laurence Williams estaban al frente y al
centro. Desde la reconstruccion del Sur Los Angeles sin
licorerias después del levantamiento de 1992 hasta la
campana A-G para garantizar que los jévenes del Sur Los
Angeles tuvieran acceso a cursos transferibles a la
universidad, Edna y Laurence Williams ejemplificaron el
liderazgo comunitario al trabajar para hacer valer sus
voces mientras elevaban la sabiduria colectiva de su
comunidad para décadas.

La beca nacional cultivara el poder de las comunidades
locales y apoyara a los activistas de todo el pais en la
organizacién multirracial y multigeneracional hacia nuestra
libertad colectiva y es una expresion del compromiso de
CoCo de construir el movimiento de justicia social
viviendo de acuerdo con nuestro valor y estrategia de
uniendo a las personas, desarrollando lideres,
desarrollando organizadores y ampliando el banco para
promover victorias locales y nacionales de justicia social.



