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Community, Organizers, Faith Leaders
Join Together to Reclaim Our Streets

. PROGRESS.

Since the first wave of federal immigration raids began on June 6, communities across Los
Angeles—especially in South Central—have risen in powerful, unified resistance. What was
meant to silence us has only strengthened our resolve. Instead of dividing us, Trump’s federal
invasion has sparked a citywide movement rooted in love, solidarity, and the unshakable
belief that every person deserves to live in safety and dignity.

Across L.A., neighbors have come together to organize defense networks, document
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Not in Our City.

We will not allow our streets to become battlegrounds. We will not allow federal agents to
drag our neighbors away under cover of fear. We reclaim our neighborhoods as places of

safety, culture, and community.

abuses, warn one another, and support families
forced into hiding. Volunteers are showing up
with food, legal aid, safe housing, and
community care. Our response has been urgent,
determined, and driven by a shared demand:
ICE out of our neighborhoods. Out of our
lives.

Armed, masked agents—unmarked and
unaccountable—have been abducting our
friends, neighbors, and loved ones in broad
daylight: at bus stops, in parking lots, in parks,
and on our streets. These raids are not about
safety. They are about fear, control, and racial
terror. More than 58,000 people across the U.S.
have already been detained, the majority of
whom have no criminal record. Here in Los
Angeles, over 2,700 families have been torn
apart. Parents are disappearing. Businesses are
shutting down. Children are afraid to go outside.
Our communities have become targets in a cruel
campaign of intimidation and political theater

But we will not be silent. We will not be broken.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6



May Day 2025 —One Struggle, One Fight!
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Historically, May Day, celebrated on May 1, has been a day of international labor solidarity. May Day became a symbol of
workers’ rights in the late 19th century. In 1886, more than 300,000 workers across the United States went on strike to demand
an eight-hour workday. Today, May Day is recognized and celebrated globally as a day to champion labor rights, protest
exploitation, and demand fair working conditions.

The theme for this year’s March was “One Struggle, One Fight - Workers Unite” because we know that workers, immigrants,
and Black and Brown communities are stronger together. CoCo mobilized a South L.A. contingency to:

e  Unite workers

e  Fight fascism

e  Demand legalization for all immigrants
Stop deportations

e  Resist tyranny, especially with the ongoing attacks on our communities by this current administration.

CoCo’s President & CEO Alberto Retana addressed the crowd of thousands who gathered to march in downtown Los Angeles.
“The solution to defending democracy is our united people. Our strength lies in the coalition with African Americans, Asians, the
Indigenous community, the working class—and with whites. Our family, when united, always wins,” he said.
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Celebratmg the People s H|story of Juneteenth

By CHRISTIAN FLAGG. Director of Training Although Abraham Lincoln was originally against Black

people serving in combat troops, he eventually acknowledged
the invaluable service and sacrifice of our people, saying,
"Without the military help of Black freedmen, the war against

Juneteenth--short for June 19, 1865--marks the culmination
of a multi-generational fight for the freedom and liberation of
Black people in the US. Initially, The US Civil War (1861 to 1865)

was a fight rooted in the expansion of slavery, but eventually
shifted to be a fight for the complete abolition of U.S. chattel
slavery. This came as the Union army found itself in desperate
need of Black people to join its ranks to defeat the Confederate
Army.

The Emancipation Proclamation was signed nearly two years
after the Civil War initially started, and it would take another two
years of all out war to fully defeat the Confederate Army and fully

free Black people held in captivity across the country. From 1861
to the end of the Civil War in 1865, approximately 186,000 Black
soldiers served in the Union Army and 38,000 were Killed in
action. More than 94,000 were former slaves from the South. In
al, the US Colored Troops made up 10% of the Union Army by
the end of the Civil War, which couldn't have been won without
their contribution.

In fact, it was 250 Black men of the 62nd U.S. Infantry that
fought and won the final battle of the Civil War near Galveston,
Texas. This was just a few weeks before Major General Gordon
Granger made the official declaration to the people in Galveston
Texas on June 19, 1865.

the South could
not have been
won.”

Empowerment
Fact: In 1863,
Harriet Tubman
led 150 African
American Union
soldiers in the
Combahee Ferry
Raid, rescuing
over 700 en-
slaved people and
destroying
Confederate
property. This
raid, planned with

Colonel James Montgomery, was the first time a woman led
a major U.S. military operation.




HAPPY JUNETEENTH!

On Saturday, June 21, 2025, Community Coalition, Black Women for Wellness, SCOPE LA, and We Are
California gathered in community at St. Andrew’s Park for a powerful and joyful day of remembrance,
resistance, and celebration at our Juneteenth Boots on the Ground Community Celebration! This free,
family-friendly event honored the legacy of Juneteenth while uplifting our community’s resilience and rich
cultural heritage. Attendees enjoyed a vibrant day filled with live music, local art, a History of Housing
Gallery Walk, delicious food, community vendors, exciting giveaways, and a lively Cool Kids Zone. It was a
day of unity, reflection, and fun for all ages.



MAJOR

VICTORIES
SECURED!

Through our collective
organizing and
unwavering pressure, we
pushed LAUSD to make
major investments in
support of Black,
undocumented, and
LGBTQ+ students!

* $50 MILLION for BSAP next
year, making yearly
investments to BSAP at $175
million!

* §5 MILLION for Dream
Centers!

*$2 MILLION for LGBTQ+
resources and supports!

COMMUNITY VICTORY!!!

STUDENTS LED WALKOUTS, ENGAGED DISTRICT
LEADERS, SHOWED UP TO PUBLIC COMMENT,
LAUNCHED DRGANIZING CAMPAIGNS AND PASSED
OVER 17,000+ STICKERS AND INFO SHEEETS! AT
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE
BEEN ORGANIZING AND LEADING THE WAY.

WE WILL KEEP FIGHTING TO ENSURE LAUSD CONTINUES
TO INVEST IN CARE NOT CRIMINILZATION.

2 FOR THE FIRST TIME IN LAUSD HISTORY, THE
SCHOOL BOARD HAS INVESTED IN STUDENT &
FAMILY CENTERS IN A CONCRETE MANNER.
NEXT YEARS BUDGET INCLUDES A S5 MILLION
INVESTMENT IN THE EXPANSION OF CENTERS

TO SUPPORT IMMIGRANT STUDENTS.

#POLICEFREELAUSD

BLACK STUDENT
ACHIVEMENT PLAN VICTORY!!
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LAUSD HAS COMMITTED AN ADDITIONAL
1 $50 MILLION TO EXPAND BSAP -
MAKING TOTAL INVESTMENTS TO BSAP
AT $175 MILLION PER YEAR!!

QUEER-AFFIRMING SPACES!

#POLICEFREELAUSD

LAUSD BOARD JUST ANNOUNCED A $2
MILLION INVESTHENT IN “TRAINING,
AWARENESS, PROTECTIONS, AND
3 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT” IN
SUPPORTING LGBTO+ STUDENTS.

WPOLCEFREELAUSD

As Donald Trump moves to gut the Department of Education, continuing his terror tactics as he targets our communities,
many leaders and institutions have gone silent. Not us, though; we stood up—and we won. This is what happens when
students, families, and community fight together!

Our coalition of organizations is committed to ensuring that Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) schools are
safe, welcoming, and affirming for all students—free from punitive measures that disproportionately exclude students from
receiving the education they deserve. Under binding federal and state civil rights laws, school districts have an affirmative
obligation to combat bias, remedy discrimination and harm, and ensure an equal educational opportunity for all students.

POLICE-FREE LAUSD COALITION MEMBERS:

ACLU SoCal, Black Lives Matter-LA, Brothers Sons Selves Coalition, Community Asset Development, Redefining
Education (CADRE), Collective for Liberatory Lawyering, Community Coalition, InnerCity Struggle, Labor Community
Strategy Center, Million Dollar Hoods, Reclaim Our Schools Los Angeles, Social Justice Learning Institute, Students

Deserve, United Teachers Los Angeles (UTLA)




Views from the Corner of

81st & Vermont

BY ALBERTO RETANA
PRESIDENT & CEO
Community Coalition

In Los Angeles, more
than 2,700 families have
been divided. Parents
are absent. Kids are
emotionally distressed.
Businesses established
by immigrants are
shutting down. At this
very moment, marked
and unmarked law
enforcement officials are
capturing our relatives in
broad daylight—at public transport stations, in retail center
parking lots, in recreational areas, and on residential roads.
Abductions of this nature do not demonstrate public safety;
they create fear, racial violence, and oppression.

Following the first wave of federal immigration raids on June
6, communities in South Los Angeles have opted to unite and

put up fierce resistance. The raids have reinforced what
many have known for ages: immigrants are the lifeblood of
Los Angeles. Instead of dividing us, these cruel and
performative terror attacks have galvanized our rally cry—
NOT IN OUR CITY!

Rooted in the belief that every human—regardless of their
status—deserves to live with dignity, safety, and peace,
residents all over Los Angeles have stood in solidarity. We
have formed protective response teams, documented abuse
at the hands of federal agents, alerted community members
to danger, and provided sanctuary. Some community
members have delivered food and meals, others have
offered legal assistance, donated money or opened their
homes to those in need.

And people from every corner of Los Angeles are not
just protesting, but we are sharing deep solidarity with
those who have given so much to our city, state, and
nation.

Our spirit remains resolute. We will continue to speak out.
We will endure. We will stand by each other—because
immigrants are not dangerous. Immigrants are hope. And
that hope is indestructible.

In Solidarity,
Alberto

Not in Our City.

We refuse to let our children grow up traumatized—
watching loved ones disappear, seeing their blocks patrolled
by armed men, and living under the shadow of violence.
That is why we have joined with community members,
organizing partners, and father leaders to reclaim our streets
for joy. For play. For peace. On Tuesday, July 1, we will join
at Community Coalition for a coordinated day of action that
amplifies our message of Not in Our City. We will march to
79th & Vermont, where beloved community members were
abducted by ICE. We will reclaim this site of terror and

trauma and create a space of safety and solidarity for those

directly impacted by recent raids.
Not in Our City.

We reject Trump’s racist agenda and his attempt to decide

who belongs. This city belongs to all of us—immigrants,
refugees, lifelong residents, and newcomers alike. We will

not be divided. We will stand together, always. This is more

than a response. It is a refusal. A refusal to normalize cruelty,
to accept fear as a way of life, or to turn away from injustice.

We are loud. We are organized. And we are impossible to
ignore.

Not in our city. Not now. Not ever.

Peaple gather at Community Coalition headquarters in Los
Angeles, Tuesday, July 1, 2025, to protest immigration raids
and the presence of ICE in their communities
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CoCo’s Freedom Schools 2025

CoCo’s Freedom Schools Empower South L.A.
Youth Through Literacy and Community Engagement

By MARSHA MITCHELL
Senior Director of Communications

This summer, Community Coalition’s Freedom Schools is
back at the SEED School of Los Angeles—the first public,
college-prep boarding STEM high school in South L.A.—for a
second summer. On this state-of-the-art campus, CoCo is
providing a nurturing environment that fosters a strong sense
of community, setting the stage for an incredible summer
learning experience for our Freedom Schools scholars.

Founded by civil rights icon Dr. Marian Wright Edelman and
launched through the Children’s Defense Fund (CDF),
Freedom Schools is a national summer literacy and leadership
program that promotes a love of reading, cultural connection,
community service, and social action. In partnership with CDF,
Community Coalition operates Freedom Schools for
approximately 75 elementary, middle, and high school
students in South Los Angeles—offering an enriching
alternative to traditional summer school.

A recent study found that students in grades 3-5 lose, on
average, 20% of their school-year reading gains during
summer break. For students who don’t read at all, this loss
can equal a full grade level. But children who read at least six
books over the summer typically maintain or even improve
their reading skills—regardless of income or background.

Rooted in the spirit of the 1964 Mississippi Freedom
Summer, today’s Freedom Schools aim to equip students

with essential academic skills and a strong sense of
identity, purpose, and cultural pride.

Each day begins with “Harambee”—a spirited
morning ritual filed with cheers, chants, and songs of
self-affrmation. Scholars are then joined by guest
readers, often community leaders, who share stories
focused on civil rights and social justice. The day
continues with interactive group sessions, led by college
students—many of whom come from the very
communities our scholars call home.

“We couldn’t do this work without our Servant
Leader Interns (SLIs),” says Ben Casar, Project Director
for CoCo’'s Freedom Schools. “Many of them are
participants or alumni of CoCo’s South Central Youth
Empowered through Action (SCYEA) program, and their
leadership is the heart of what we do.”

CoCo first launched its Freedom Schools program in
2011 in response to massive LAUSD summer school
budget cuts that eliminated 90% of programming. The
initiative targets Black and Latino youth in South L.A,,
helping to close the achievement gap and foster a
sense of community and belonging. Research shows
that students in lower-income neighborhoods often lose
more than two months of reading skills over the
summer, which makes this work more critical than ever.

This year’s six-week program began on June 23, and
will culminate with a joyful celebration. Scholars will
receive certificates of completion, enjoy a celebratory
luncheon, and be given a bounty of books to continue
their reading journeys through the rest of the summer.

#FreedomSchools

CoCo’s 2025 Freedom Schools Servant Leader Interns
(SLIs). Many are also SCYEA alumni!



Congratulations SCYEA Graduating Class of 2025
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For 34 years, South Central Youth Empowered through Action’s (SCYEA's) purpose has been to develop the next
generation of empowered youth leaders and their parents to improve public education, close the achievement gap,
and dismantle the “school-to-prison pipeline.” CoCo youth leaders learn the principles of community organizing and
skills that develop their individual leadership styles.

Most importantly, as these young leaders graduate from high school, they will use their power and impact to
transform their communities and the world.

In addition to leadership development and community service, SCYEA provides a platform for youth to advocate for
positive change. Participants are encouraged to voice their opinions, raise awareness about important issues, and
work toward policy changes that benefit their communities. Through advocacy efforts, SCYEA empowers young
people to become active citizens and contribute to the betterment of society.

CoCo’s SCYEA seniors worked tirelessly last fall and this spring on their college applications and life plans beyond
their high school diplomas. We are so proud of our Class of 2025 youth leaders who will continue to fight for equity
and be models for academic and leadership success on college campuses and beyond.
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Comunidad, organizadores y lideres
religiosos se unen para recuperar

nuestras calles

Desde que comenzoé la primera ola de redadas federales de inmigracion el 6 de junio,
las comunidades de Los Angeles, especialmente del Centro Sur, se han alzado en una
resistencia poderosa y unificada. Lo que pretendia silenciarnos solo ha fortalecido
nuestra determinacion. En lugar de dividirnos, la invasion federal de Trump ha desatado
un movimiento en toda la ciudad basado en el amor, la solidaridad y la firme conviccion
de que todas las personas merecen vivir con seguridad y dignidad.

e
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En todo Los Angeles, los vecinos se han unido
para organizar redes de defensa, documentar
abusos, advertirse mutuamente y apoyar a las
familias obligadas a esconderse. Los
voluntarios estan llegando con alimentos,
asistencia legal, vivienda segura y atencion
comunitaria. Nuestra respuesta ha sido
urgente, decidida e impulsada por una
demanda compartida: jFuera ICE de nuestros
barrios! jFuera de nuestras vidas!

Agentes armados y enmascarados, sin
identificacion y sin rendir cuentas, han estado
secuestrando a nuestros amigos, vecinos vy
seres queridos a plena luz del dia: en paradas
de autobus, estacionamientos, parques y en
nuestras calles. Estas redadas no se tratan de
seguridad. Se trata de miedo, control y terror
racial. Mas de 58,000 personas en todo
Estados Unidos ya han sido detenidas, la
mayoria sin antecedentes penales. Aqui en Los
Angeles, mas de 2,700 familias han sido
separadas. Padres y madres estan

desapareciendo. Negocios estan cerrando. Nifios y nifias tienen miedo de salir. Nuestras
comunidades se han convertido en blanco de una cruel campafna de intimidacion y teatro

politico.

Pero no nos quedaremos callados. No seremos quebrantados.

CONTINUA EN LA PAGINA 14
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Histéricamente, El Dia Internacional Del Trabajador, que se celebra el 1 de mayo, ha sido un dia de solidaridad laboral internacional. Se
convirtié en un simbolo de los derechos de los trabajadores a finales del siglo XIX. En 1886, mas de 300,000 trabajadores en todo
Estados Unidos se declararon en huelga para exigir una jornada laboral de ocho horas. Hoy, el Primero de Mayo es reconocido y
celebrado mundialmente como un dia para defender los derechos laborales, protestar contra la explotacion y exigir condiciones laborales
justas.

El tema de la Marcha de este afo fue "Una Lucha, una Lucha: Trabajadores Unidos", porque sabemos que los trabajadores, los
inmigrantes y las comunidades negras y latinas son mas fuertes juntos. CoCo movilizé una Contingencia del Sur de Los Angeles para:

Unir a los trabajadores

Combatir el fascismo

Exigir la legalizacion de todos los inmigrantes

Detener las deportaciones

Y resistir la tirania, especialmente ante los continuos ataques a nuestras comunidades por parte de la actual administracion.

El presidente y director ejecutivo de la Coalicion Comunitaria, Alberto Retana, se dirigié a las miles de personas que se congregaron
para marchar en el centro de Los Angeles. La solucidn para defender la democracia es la unidad de nuestro pueblo. Nuestra fuerza reside
en la coalicion con los afroamericanos, los asiaticos, la comunidad indigena, la clase trabajadora y los blancos. Nuestra familia, unida,
siempre triunfa.

10
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Celebrando Ia hlstorla del Juneteenth

Por Christian Flagg. Director de Formacion

Juneteenth, abreviatura del 19 de junio de 1865, marca la
culminacién de una lucha multigeneracional por la libertad y la
liberacion de la poblacion negra en Estados Unidos. Inicialmente, la
Guerra Civil estadounidense (1861-1865) fue una lucha arraigada
en la expansion de la esclavitud, pero con el tiempo se transformd
en una lucha por la abolicion total de la esclavitud. Esto se produjo
cuando el gjército de la Unidn se vio en la necesidad desesperada
de reclutar a personas negras para derrotar al ejército confederado.

La Proclamacion de Emancipacion se firmé dos anos después
del inicio de la Guerra Civil estadounidense, y se necesitarian dos
anos mas de guerra total para derrotar por completo al ejército
confederado v liberar al resto de la poblacién negra cautiva en todo
el pais. Desde 1861 hasta el final de la Guerra Civil en 1865,
aproximadamente 186.000 soldados negros sirvieron en el Ejército
de la Unién, de los cuales 38.000 murieron en combate. Mas de
94,000 eran antiguos esclavos del Sur. En total, las tropas de color
de EE. UU. representaban el 10% del Ejército de la Unidn al final de
la Guerra Civil, la cual no se habria podido ganar sin su
contribucion.

junio de 1865.

Aungue Abraham Lincoln se opuso inicialmente a que las
personas negras sirvieran como tropas de combate,

finalmente reconocié el
invaluable servicio vy
sacrificio de nuestro
pueblo, diciendo: "Sin la
ayuda militar de los
libertos negros, la
guerra contra el sur no
se habria podido
ganar".

Dato sobre empo-
deramiento: En 1863,
Harriet Tubman liderd a
150 soldados
afroamericanos de la
Unidn en la incursion del
ferry Combahee,
rescatando a mas de

700 personas esclavizadas y destruyendo propiedades
confederadas. Esta incursion, planificada con el coronel
James Montgomery, fue la primera vez que una muijer liderd
una importante operacion militar estadounidense.

De hecho, fueron 250 hombres negros del 62.° Regimiento de
Infanteria de EE. UU. los que lucharon y ganaron la batalla final de la
Guerra Civil cerca de Galveston, Texas. Esto ocurrid solo unas
semanas antes de que el mayor general Gordon Granger hiciera la
declaracion oficial del pueblo en Galveston, Texas, el 19 de




El sabado 21 de junio de 2025, la Coalicion Comunitaria, Mujeres Negras por el Bienestar, SCOPE LA y
We Are California reunieron a la comunidad en el Parque St. Andrew's para un dia conmovedor y alegre
de conmemoracion, resistencia y celebracion en nuestra Celebracion Comunitaria Juneteenth Boots on
the Ground. Este evento gratuito y familiar honro el legado de Juneteenth, a la vez que enaltecio la
resiliencia y el rico patrimonio cultural de nuestra comunidad. Los asistentes disfrutaron de un dia
vibrante lleno de musica en vivo, arte local, un Paseo por la Galeria de la Historia de la Vivienda,
deliciosa comida, vendedores comunitarios, emocionantes regalos y una animada Zona Infantil Cool. Fue
un dia de unidad, reflexion y diversion para todas las edades.
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Importantes
victorias
comunitarias
aseguradas!

BLACK STUDENT
COMMUNITY VICTORY!! Y »crivEMENT PLAN VICTORY!!

jA través de nuestra 9

organizacién colectiva y STUDENTS LED WALKOUTS, ENGAGED DISTRICT

presién inquebrantable, LEADERS, SHOWED UP TO PUBLIC COMMENT,
LAUNCHED ORGANIZING CAMPAIGNS AND PASSED

presionamos al ’-f‘\USD OVER 17,000+ STICKERS AND INFO SHEEETS! AT LAUSD HAS COMMITTED AN ADDITIONAL
para que realice EVERY STEP OF THE WAY YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE 1 $50 MILLION TO EXPAND BSAP -

importantes Inversiones BEEN ORGANIZIN(‘} AND LEADING THE WAY. MAKING TOTAL INVESTMENTS TO BSAP
WE WILL KEEP FIGHTING TO ENSURE LAUSD CONTINUES AT $175 MILLION PER YEAR!
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estudiantes negros,
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* 50 MILLONES para BSAP N
el préximo afno, con una =T
inversion anual de $175 i s R g . #POLICEFREELAUSD
millones para BSAP! A A

*i$5 MILLONES para Dream

/
Centers! 2 ’ LAUSD BOARD JUST ANNOUNCED A $2
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN LAUSD HISTORY, THE MILLION INVESTHENT IN “TRAINING,

*1$2 MILLONES para SHINE BOARD A MITESTER INSTIOENT & 3 AWARENESS, PROTECTIONS, AND

FAMILY CENTERS IN A CONCRETE MANNER.
recursos y apoyo LGBTQO+! NEXT YEARS BUDGET INCLUDES A $5 MILLION
INVESTMENT IN THE EXPANSION OF CENTERS
TO SUPPORT IMMIGRANT STUDENTS.

#POLICEFREELAUSD WPOUICEFREELAUSD

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT” IN
SUPPORTING LGBTO+ STUDENTS.

Mientras Donald Trump intenta desmantelar el Departamento de Educacion, continuando con sus tacticas
terroristas y atacando a nuestras comunidades, muchos lideres e instituciones guardaron silencio. Pero nosotros no,
nos alzamos y ganamos. jEsto es lo que sucede cuando los estudiantes, las familias y la comunidad luchan juntos!

Nuestra coalicién de organizaciones en Los Angeles se compromete a garantizar que las escuelas del Distrito
Escolar Unificado de Los Angeles (LAUSDt) sean seguras, acogedoras y positivas para todos los estudiantes, libres
de medidas punitivas que los excluyan desproporcionadamente de recibir la educacion que merecen. Bajo las leyes
federales y estatales vinculantes de derechos civiles, los distritos escolares tienen la obligacion de combatir los
prejuicios, remediar la discriminacion y los dafnos, y garantizar la igualdad de oportunidades educativas para todos
los estudiantes.

MIEMBROS DE LA COALICION DEL LAUSD SIN POLICIA:

ACLU SoCal, Black Lives Matter-LA, Brothers Sons Selves Coalition, Community Asset Development, Redefining
Education (CADRE), Collective for Liberatory Lawyering, Community Coalition, InnerCity Struggle, Labor Community
Strategy Center, Million Dollar Hoods, Reclaim Our Schools Los Angeles, Social Justice Learning Institute, Students

Deserve, United Teachers Los Angeles (UTLA)




Vistas desde la esquina de la

calle 81 y Vermont

POR ALBERTO RETANA
PRESIDENTE Y CEO
Community Coalition

En Los Angeles, mas
de 2700 familias se han
visto divididas. Los
padres estan ausentes.
Los nifios sufren
angustia emocional. Los
negocios fundados por
inmigrantes estan
cerrando. En este
preciso momento,
agentes del orden, con'y
sin identificacion, estan
capturando a nuestros
familiares a plena luz del dia: en estaciones de transporte
publico, estacionamientos de centros comerciales, areas
recreativas y calles residenciales. Secuestros de esta
naturaleza no demuestran seguridad publica; generan miedo,
violencia racial y opresion.

Tras la primera ola de redadas federales de inmigracion el 6
de junio, las comunidades del sur de Los Angeles han optado

Recuperemos nuestras calles

pOr unirse y oponer una resistencia férrea. Las redadas han
reforzado lo que muchos saben desde hace siglos: los
inmigrantes son el alma de Los Angeles. En lugar de
dividirnos, estos crueles y performativos ataques terroristas
han galvanizado nuestro grito de guerra: jNO EN NUESTRA
CIUDAD!

Con la convicciéon de que todo ser humano,
independientemente de su estatus migratorio, merece vivir
con dignidad, seguridad y paz, los residentes de todo Los
Angeles se han solidarizado. Hemos formado equipos de
respuesta de proteccion, documentado abusos a manos de
agentes federales, alertado a la comunidad sobre el peligro y
brindado refugio. Algunos miembros de la comunidad han
entregado alimentos y comidas, otros han ofrecido
asistencia legal, donado dinero 0 han abierto sus hogares a
quienes lo necesitan.

Y Ia gente de todos los rincones de Los Angeles no
solo esta protestando, sino que estamos
compartiendo una profunda solidaridad con aquellos
que han dado tanto a nuestra ciudad, estado y nacion.

Nuestro espiritu se mantiene firme. Seguiremos alzando la
voz. Perseveraremos. Nos apoyaremos mutuamente,
porque los inmigrantes no son peligrosos. Los inmigrantes
son esperanza. Y esa esperanza es indestructible.

En solidaridad,

Alberto

No en Nuestra Ciudad.

No permitiremos que nuestras calles se conviertan en
campos de batalla. No permitiremos que agentes federales
arrastren a nuestros vecinos amparandose en el miedo.
Reivindicamos nuestros barrios como lugares de
seguridad, cultura y comunidad.

No en Nuestra Ciudad.

Nos negamos a que nuestros hijos crezcan
traumatizados, viendo desaparecer a sus seres queridos,
viendo sus calles patrulladas por hombres armados y
viviendo bajo la sombra de la violencia. Por eso nos hemos
unido a miembros de la comunidad, organizaciones
comunitarias y padres lideres para reclamar nuestras calles
para la alegria. Para el juego. Para la paz. El martes 1 de
julio, nos uniremos a la Coalicion Comunitaria para un dia
de accion coordinada que amplifica nuestro mensaje de
No en Nuestra Ciudad. Marcharemos a la calle 79 vy

(Continuacion de la pagina 1)

Vermont, donde un querido miembro de la comunidad
fue secuestrado por ICE. Reivindicaremos este lugar de
terror y trauma y crearemos un espacio de seguridad y
solidaridad para quienes se vieron directamente
afectados por las recientes redadas.

No en Nuestra Ciudad.

Rechazamos la agenda racista de Trump y su intento
de decidir quién pertenece. Esta ciudad nos pertenece
a todos: inmigrantes, refugiados, residentes de toda la
vida y recién llegados. No nos dividiremos. Nos
mantendremos unidos, siempre. Esto es mas que una
respuesta. Es un rechazo. Un rechazo a normalizar la
crueldad, a aceptar el miedo como forma de vida o a
alejarnos de la injusticia. Nos alzamos. Estamos
organizados. Y es imposible ignorarnos.

Ni en nuestra ciudad. Ni ahora. Ni nunca.
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Escuelas de Ia Libertad de CoCo 2025

Las Escuelas de Ila Libertad de CoCo empoderan a
los jovenes del sur de Los Angeles mediante la
alfabetizacion y la participacion comunitaria.

Por MARSHA MITCHELL
Directora Sénior de Comunicaciones

Este verano, las Escuelas Libertad de la Coalicion
Comunitaria regresan a la Escuela SEED de Los Angeles, la
primera escuela secundaria publica con internado y
preparacién universitaria en el sur de Los Angeles, para su
segundo verano. En este campus de vanguardia, CoCo ofrece
un entorno acogedor que fomenta un fuerte sentido de
comunidad, sentando las bases para una increible experiencia
de aprendizaje de verano para nuestros estudiantes de las
Escuelas Libertad.

Fundada por la Dra. Marian Wright Edelman, icono de los
derechos civiles, y lanzada a través del Fondo para la Defensa
de los Nifios (CDF), las Escuelas Libertad son un programa
nacional de alfabetizacion y liderazgo de verano que promueve
el amor por la lectura, la conexion cultural, el servicio
comunitario y la acciéon social. En colaboracion con el CDF, la
Coalicion Comunitaria opera las Escuelas Libertad para
aproximadamente 75 estudiantes de primaria, secundaria y
preparatoria en el sur de Los Angeles, ofreciendo una
alternativa enriquecedora a la escuela de verano tradicional.

Un estudio reciente reveld que los estudiantes de 3.° a 5.°
grado pierden, en promedio, el 20 % de sus avances en lectura
del afo escolar durante las vacaciones de verano. Para los
estudiantes que no leen en absoluto, esta pérdida puede
equivaler a un nivel de grado completo. Pero los nifios que leen
al menos seis libros durante el verano suelen mantener o
incluso mejorar sus habilidades de lectura, independientemente
de sus ingresos o antecedentes.

Con el espiritu del Verano de la Libertad de Mississippi de
1964, las Escuelas de la Libertad de hoy buscan dotar a los
estudiantes de habilidades académicas esenciales y un

fuerte sentido de identidad, propdsito y orgullo cultural.

Cada dia comienza con "Harambee", un animado ritual
matutino lleno de vitores, canticos y canciones de
autoafirmacion. A continuacion, los estudiantes se unen a
lectores invitados, a menudo lideres comunitarios, que
comparten historias centradas en los derechos civiles y la
justicia social. El dia continla con sesiones grupales
interactivas, dirigidas por estudiantes universitarios, muchos
de los cuales provienen de las mismas comunidades que
nuestros estudiantes consideran su hogar.

"No podriamos realizar este trabajo sin nuestros Pasantes
Lideres Servidores (SLI)", afirma Ben Casar, Director de
Proyecto de las Escuelas de la Libertad de CoCo. Muchos
de ellos son participantes o exalumnos del programa
Jovenes del Centro Sur Empoderados a través de la Accion
(SCYEA) de CoCo, vy su liderazgo es la esencia de nuestra
labor.

CoCo lanzd su programa Escuelas de la Libertad en
2011 como respuesta a los recortes presupuestarios
masivos de las escuelas de verano del LAUSD, que
eliminaron el 90 % de la programacion. La iniciativa se dirige
a los jovenes afroamericanos y latinos del sur de Los
Angeles, ayudando a cerrar la brecha académica y a
fomentar un sentido de comunidad y pertenencia. Las
investigaciones demuestran que los estudiantes de barrios
de bajos recursos suelen perder mas de dos meses de
lectura durante el verano, lo que hace que esta labor sea
mas crucial que nunca.

El programa de seis semanas de este ano comenzo el 23
de junio y culminara con una alegre celebracion. Los
estudiantes recibiran certificados de finalizacion, disfrutaran
de un amuerzo de celebracion y recibiran una gran cantidad
de libros para continuar su aprendizaje de la lectura durante
el resto del verano.

iMuchos de los pasantes lideres servidores (SLI) de
Freedom Schools 2025 de CoCo también son ex miembros
de SCYEA!
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Felicitaciones a la Clase Graduada de
SCYEA del 2025

|
R

Durante 34 afnos, el propodsito de South Central Youth Empowered thru Action (SCYEA) ha sido desarrollar la
proxima generacion de jovenes lideres empoderados y a sus padres para mejorar la educacion publica, cerrar la
brecha educativa y desmantelar la "ruta de la escuela a la prision". Los joévenes lideres de CoCo aprenden los
principios de la organizacién comunitaria y habilidades que desarrollan sus estilos de liderazgo individuales.

Y lo mas importante, al graduarse de la preparatoria, estos jévenes lideres usaran su poder e impacto para
transformar sus comunidades y el mundo.

Ademas del desarrollo de liderazgo y el servicio comunitario, SCYEA ofrece una plataforma para que los
jovenes aboguen por un cambio positivo. Se anima a los participantes a expresar sus opiniones, crear
conciencia sobre temas importantes y trabajar para lograr cambios en las politicas que beneficien a sus
comunidades. A través de sus esfuerzos de promocion, SCYEA empodera a los jovenes para que se conviertan
en ciudadanos activos y contribuyan al mejoramiento de la sociedad.

Los estudiantes de ultimo afo de SCYEA de CoCo trabajaron incansablemente el otofo pasado y esta
primavera en sus solicitudes universitarias y sus planes de vida después de graduarse de la preparatoria.
Estamos muy orgullosos de nuestros lideres juveniles de la Clase 2025 que continuaran luchando por la
equidad y seran modelos de éxito académico y de liderazgo en los campus universitarios y mas alla.



